









July 2011
Dear Members of Ways & Means Committee and/or Education Committee: 

 

I am writing for your assistance in providing a safe commute for all public school students.  

As you may have seen in the news, on June 28th, the last day of school, Aniya Williams, a 13-year old 7th grader at Staten Island’s PS 861 was struck by a tractor-trailer and killed two blocks from her school. Aniya had just finished school, was looking forward to the summer and was attempting to run after an NYC MTA bus.  Aniya used to travel to and from school via yellow school bus before the NYC Department of Education eliminated the Staten Island bus variance policy last year.  

 

In 2010, Mayor Bloomberg and the NYC Department of Education eliminated a 42-year variance that allowed Staten Island 7th and 8th grade students to receive yellow school bus service.  This service was granted because our students contend with many obstacles traveling to and from school.  On average, Staten Island students live the greatest distance from school, contend with the greatest number of walking hazards, and have the least availability of public transportation. 

 

The members of Community Education Council 31 (CEC 31) are partnering with the Staten Island legislative delegation to support NYS Bill # A2988A, introduced by Senator Andrew Lanza and Assemblyman Michael Cusick.  The bill passed the NYS Senate on June 23rd and now sits with the NYS Assembly Education Committee.   This bill would give yellow school bus service to ALL 7th & 8th grade students who live more than 1 mile from their school.

I believe that these students, who are only 12 and 13 years old, encounter dangers traveling to and from school that they are not mature enough to handle.  Children that age still need as much protection as we can offer them, including riding on yellow school buses.  Soon enough they will have to face the dangers of the world alone.  
 

I plead with you to put this bill on the fast track for approval so that no parent has to suffer a similar tragedy in the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

________________________________ (Signature)

________________________________ (Address)
________________________________

________________________________ (E-Mail Address)
________________________________ (Phone Number)
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