
Don’t Believe the Hype! 
 

The Real Deal on Morris High School   
& Bloomberg’s Failed Education Policies 

 
 
 

Claim: Bloomberg likes to contrast the graduation rate at the old Morris HS to graduation rates at the 
high schools currently housed in the building, as evidence of the success of his education policies.  
 
Reality: The types of students enrolled at the old and new Morris campus are very different.  Of the 
students enrolled in the four schools currently housed in the Morris building, only 1.7% are in self-
contained special education classes– revealing their higher level of need, compared to 14% of 
students enrolled in the old Morris HS in 2001-02.1  Also, dividing up the building has caused its own 
problems; for example, according to a teacher at one of these schools, there is no longer any librarian 
and the library is completely unutilized: “Lots of books with no one tending to them or using them.”  
 
 
Claim: In response to criticism that students at phase-out schools suffer a loss of resources and 
services, Deputy Chancellor Suransky has said that graduation rates actually improved at Morris HS 
in its final year: “… it was a school that used to take 700 kids into the ninth grade every year and 
graduate 70 four years later. And as it was phased out, in the second year of the phase out it 
graduated 120 kids …In the third year it graduated over 200 and in its last year it graduated 300.”2 
 
Reality: According to state figures, only 121 students in the last class at Morris HS graduated and 
only 3% of them attended college.3  Meanwhile, the student discharge rate soared to 55%, compared 
to 33% of the prior class, a pattern repeated in many of the phase-out schools.4  Of the 21 schools 
closed by this administration between 2003 and 2009, 37% of the students in their final classes 
graduated on average, 20% dropped out, 33% were discharged, and 10% were still enrolled when the 
schools closed their doors. 5 
 
 
Claim:   Bloomberg’s educational policies are helping more students leave school college- and 
career-ready. 
 
Reality: The schools now housed in the Morris building have college readiness rates ranging from 
0% (High School for Violin and Dance) and 2.9% (Bronx International High School), to 4.8% (School 
for Excellence) and 5.7% (Morris Academy for Collaborative Studies.)6 
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After a decade of school closures and other free-market policies, only 21% of NYC high school 
students overall and only 13% of Black and Latino HS students are college ready after four years. 7 
79% of NYC students entering community colleges need remediation, and the percent of high school 
graduates who require triple remediation in math, reading and writing has increased 47% since 
2005.8   
 
 
Claim: The Mayor’s educational policies are equitable and fair.  
 
Reality:  Most of the schools closed in recent years and those proposed for closure this year enroll 
higher than average concentrations of English language learners, students who entered the schools 
overage, and/ or students with disabilities.9  In fact, Mayor Bloomberg’s school closing policy is a 
shell game that displaces high-needs students from one school to another, without 
addressing their educational needs. 
 
 
Claim: The new schools started during the Bloomberg administration are uniformly more successful. 
 
Reality: More than half of the middle and high schools that DOE proposes closing this year were 
started during his administration. Many of the new schools have small percentages of the highest-
needs students. However, when the new schools serve comparable populations of students in self-
contained special education, their students tend to succeed at the same rate as the high schools that 
preceded Bloomberg.10  
 
 
Claim: Under Bloomberg, student learning has increased and the achievement gap has narrowed. 
 
Reality: As measured by scores on national exams, NYC is second to last in student progress 
compared to ten other cities since 2003, when Bloomberg’s policies were first put in place. And the 
achievement gap has not narrowed significantly between any racial or ethnic group.11 
 

For nearly a decade, Bloomberg has had complete authority over our educational system.  Yet of last 
year’s eighth graders, who entered Kindergarten when he first took office in 2002, only 35% read and 

write at grade level. 12  
 

Truly, these are Bloomberg’s kids and Bloomberg’s responsibility. 
 

NYC can’t afford any more of Bloomberg’s failed education policies. 
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