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By Peter LaChance, Class Size Matters
The spreadsheet has two tabs, one from Dept. of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) property listings and the other from Division of Finance (DOF) property listings. 
Department of Citywide Administrative Services tab: 

It contains 328 city-owned lots with over 20,000 square feet, but no current use.
The SCA said they ruled out 198 out of 328 potential school sites for various reasons having to do with including irregular configuration, lack of access, etc. 102 sites were ruled out as being “100% land under water.” 
The remaining 130 lots were all rejected for reasons that claimed there was no need because either “all seats sited” in that district or “no funded seats.”
Yet the Nov. 2019 version of the five-year capital plan claims to have funded all seats needed in each district, so there is no distinction between the categories. 
Moreover, there are at least five districts where schools were reported as both needed and funded in the capital plan, but sites were rejected anyway for apparently contradictory reasons. 
Here is a summary of those five districts:

· D7: 1,940 seats needed and funded in the latest capital plan but not sited, and yet the DCAS spreadsheet shows two sites removed for “all seats sited”
· D15: 1,396 seats needed and funded but not sited, and yet the DCAS spreadsheet shows one site removed for “small number of seats to site”
· D27: 1,776 seats needed and funded but not sited, and yet the DCAS spreadsheet shows 5 sites removed for “all seats sited” and 39 sites removed for “no funded seats”
· D30: 1,476 seats needed and funded but not sited, and yet the DCAS spreadsheet shows 5 sites removed for “no funded seats” 
· D31: 3,844 seats needed and funded but not sited, and yet the DCAS spreadsheet shows 5 sites removed for “all seats sited” and 30 sites removed for “small number of seats to site”






Division of Finance tab: 

29,181 locations are included in the DOF spreadsheet, including all tax lots with a Vacant Building Class. The DOF did not review over 75% (22,000+) of identified lots because they are not owned by the City. The School Siting Task Force Report claims that they will be looked at “in the near future,” which is not helpful. 
Of the 7,116 lots that they did review, 5,829 were rejected for not meeting the SCA’s square foot requirements of at least 20,000 square feet (though there have been schools recently sited in less space where the community was active and the need was great—as in Sunset Park). 
Of the 1,287 lots reviewed further, only two were deemed potentially acceptable and will be investigated further with site visits:
· Avenue Y, D21 in Brooklyn
· Former Flushing Airport, D23 in Queens
One site in D25, an extremely overcrowded school district, was removed for “Not Available” with no further explanation. 

Here is a summary of the other 13 districts where schools are both needed and funded according to the latest Capital Plan, and yet sites were rejected for apparently contradictory reasons:
· D2: 1,300 seats needed and funded but not sited, and yet the DOF spreadsheet shows two sites removed for “all seats sited.” 
· D7: 1,940 seats needed and funded but not sited, and the DOF spreadsheet shows 7 sits removed for “all seats sited.”
· D9: 952 seats needed and funded but not sited, and the DOF spreadsheet shows 4 sites removed for “small number of seats to site”
D10: 2,060 seats needed and funded but not sited, but the DOF spreadsheet shows 6 sites removed for “all seats sited” and 4 sites removed for “small number of seats to site”
· D11: 2,124 seats needed and funded but not sited, but the DOF spreadsheet shows 17 sites removed for “small number of seats to site”
· D13: 476 seats needed and funded but not sited, and the DOF spreadsheet shows 4 sites removed for “all seats sited.”
· D14: 991 seats needed and funded but not sited, and the DOF spreadsheet shows 8 sites removed for “all seats sited.”
· D15: 1,396 seats needed and funded but not sited, and the DOF spreadsheet shows 4 sites removed for “all seats sited.” 
· D24: 640 seats needed and funded but not sited, but the DOF spreadsheet shows 4 sites removed for “small number of seats to site”
· D26: 1,206 seats needed and funded but not sited, and the DOF spreadsheet shows 2 sites removed for “all seats sited.” 
D27: 1,776 seats needed and funded but not sited, and the DOF spreadsheet shows 24 sites removed for “all seats sited.” 
· D30: 1,476 seats needed and funded but not sited, and the DOF spreadsheet shows 7 sites removed for “all seats sited.” 
· D31: 3,844 seats needed and funded but not sited, and the DOF spreadsheet shows 211 sites removed for “all seats sited” and 315 sites removed for “small number of seats to site”
Also, among the many sites in Districts 24 through 30 rejected for these reasons, some of them might be appropriate as locations for high schools, especially as there are more than 3,600 funded but unsited Queens HS seats in the capital plan. 
Caveat: As described above, many sites were rejected for the reasons “all seats sited,” “small number of seats to site,” and “no funded seats,” though their districts have seats needed and funded in the Nov. 2019 capital plan. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yet because the lots on these spreadsheets are not categorized by sub-district, it is difficult to be sure that some of the  sites may not have been rejected because they are not located in sub-districts within these districts in which there are no funded and needed seats.   
In any case, this is impossible to be true for D31, because all four sub-districts in the district have seats listed as needed and funded in the capital plan that are unsited.  
The SCA should be asked to specify not only the districts but also the sub-districts for all the sites rejected for these reasons – or they could be mapped by City Council staff. 
Data sources:
School Siting Task Force Report: https://www.classsizematters.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/School-Siting-Task-Force-Report-Final-10.4.19.pdf 

DCAS and DOF Spreadsheets: https://www.classsizematters.org/school-siting-task-force-sortable-7-19/

Nov. 2019 Capital plan: https://dnnhh5cc1.blob.core.windows.net/portals/0/Capital_Plan/Capital_plans/11272019_20_24_CapitalPlan.pdf?sr=b&si=DNNFileManagerPolicy&sig=xuSt1yEFfih049Bcw2RkFaR96bQi9retE0wIQtn6JSQ%3D

Sub-district maps: http://www.nycsca.org/Community/Capital-Plan-Reports-Data#Sub-District-Maps-335  

